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Ruskin Bond’s Works

Kiran Malav, Research Scholar, Sangam University

Abstract

This essay explores how Bond's writings capture themes of human connection, nature, and
nostalgia, making his works a timeless meditation on the complexities and simplicity of life.
Ruskin Bond’s literary oeuvre is firmly anchored in the themes of nature, nostalgia, and human
connection, which form the essence of his storytelling. His stories, which are frequently set
against the Himalayan hills and small-town India, evoke a profound sense of place and
belonging. Bond's writing skilfully blends human emotions with the natural environment,
showing nature as a living thing that influences his characters' lives rather than just a scenery.
Nostalgia is another dominant theme in Bond’s works, as he frequently reflects on lost
childhood, changing landscapes, and fleeting relationships. His semi-autobiographical tales,
such as ‘The Room on the Roof” and ‘Rusty Runs Away,’ capture the essence of youthful
longing, self-discovery, and the search for home. Through his evocative prose, Bond explores
how memories influence identity and how individuals find solace in the past. Bond's tales also
emphasize the complex interactions that exist between people, animals, and their environment.
In works like ‘The Blue Umbrella’ and ‘A Face in the Dark,” he emphasizes empathy,
simplicity, as well as the subdued beauty of everyday life. His portrayal of ordinary people and

their deep-rooted connections with nature offers an alternative perspective to the fast-paced
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modern world. By analyzing these components, this research seeks to underscore Bond’s

enduring relevance and his unique contribution to Indian English literature.

Keywords: Nature, Ruskin Bond, Human Relation, Mountain, Hills

INTRODUCTION

For almost 150 years, Indian authors have written in English. Indian English writing has tried
to cover a wide range of topics since its inception. Indian English literature covers a wide range
of subjects. Numerous sociocultural issues that are present in the society are touched upon.
Ruskin Bond is the Indian writer that the researcher has chosen for the study. He is a well-
known Indian writer, celebrated for his extensive contributions to English literature. In the
article, “Portrayal of Indian Social Customs, Festivals and Gods in The Works of Ruskin Bond”

Chetan Trivedi said:

Ruskin Bond is a writer who has sensitively and deeply captured the spirit of the
multilingual individual and the culturally cohesive modern Indian community. An
outstanding novelist, renowned short story writer, and children's book author with forty
years of literary experience! Through his works, he has authentically and significantly
captured the essence of Indianness. He depicts the Indian festivals and their social
significance to both terrestrial and divine forces, as well as their influence on the

development of modern society's history and civilisation. (110)

He was born in Kasauli, India, on May 19, 1934, and his upbringing in rural areas and Indian
hill stations had a profound impact on his writing. According to Anchal Bhutani's essay

"Ruskin Bond - A Man of Imagination," Ruskin Bond is a renowned writer and perceptive
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storyteller who is connected to mountains, love, and the natural world. Over the course of
several decades, he has written a wide variety of books, including children's books, novels,

short tales, and essays.

His Literary Work:

¢ In 1956 Bond's debut novel "The Room on the Roof”, written when he was just 17,
narrates the tale of an adolescent guy, Rusty, who leaves his guardian's home in Delhi
and finds a new life in the hills. The novel is noted for its coming-of-age themes and
striking portrayal of the Indian hill towns

¢ In 1958 An anthology of short stories "The Night Train at Deoli"” captures Bond's
ability to delve into the lives of ordinary people, revealing their extraordinary qualities.

% In 1980 "The Blue Umbrella" This novella, which explores themes of avarice, charity,
and community, is arguably one of Bond's most well-known works. It relates the tale
of a young girl and her beloved blue umbrella.

% In 1989 An autobiographical work “Lone Fox Dancing” where Bond reflects on his
life, his journey as a writer and his encounters in the hills.

% In 1992 The novel "Vagrants in the Valley" continues the story of Rusty, the protagonist
of "The Room on the Roof," exploring his encounters and adventures as he gets older.

% In 1992 A collection of ghost stories "4 Season of Ghosts" blend Bond's characteristic

charm with the supernatural, reflecting his fascination with the eerie and unexplained.

>

K/
*

In 1998 Another memoir “Scenes from a Writer's Life” offers insights into Bond’s

)

personal experiences and the inspirations behind his writing.
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¢ Rusty Series - This series includes several books, such as "Rusty, the Boy from the
Hills," "Rusty Runs Away," and "Rusty and the Leopard,"” depicting the adventures of

Rusty, Bond's alter ego, as he navigates life in the Indian hills.

Warmth, poetic phrasing, and vivid depictions of the natural environment characterize his
stories. Along with his literary achievements, he has received many accolades, such as the

Padma Bhushan and the Sahitya Academi Award.

Statement of Research Problem

Ruskin Bond write many works on various themes of greed, kindness, and community. His
works portrayed ordinary life, based on relationships, and reflected the scene of nature. This
study sheds light on the various consciousnesses used in their work. The present study explores
and compares the various consciousness which is reflected in their works. Especially, this study
seeks to explore the Nature, Nostalgia, and the Human Connection perspectives in the works

of Ruskin Bond.
Review of Literature

In the study, “Ruskin Bond - A Man of Imagination” (2021) Anchal Bhutani portraying a
location, a time of year, a person, or even an Indian deity, the author used a holistic approach.
In addition to presenting a contradictory image, he also discussed the character's beginnings.
Additionally, the article will try to shed some light on how Bollywood films have translated his
literary works. His career has had a significant influence on his life and upbringing. His

contribution to children's literature will be discussed in the article. The essay will provide light
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on his writing style, his oversimplified approach, and the notion that children's lives can be

saved. Lastly, it will discuss how he might include Indian culture into his work.

In the article, “Wilderness in Ruskin Bond’s Dust on the Mountains” (2021), Rajesh
Beniwal stated that reading short stories will help you comprehend how human life is depicted
in the most fundamental stories of Indian culture. The Panchatantra tales, written in Sanskrit,
originated in India, and are largely aimed towards children. Each narrative is specially tailored
to the child's requirements. The majority of these stories are profoundly based on the Indian
culture in which the children grow up. Ruskin Bond tales then take on the form of a collection
of encounters and tales to comprehend the hypothesis in the narrative of mankind and the
wilderness. This research paper analyzes Bond's Dust on the Mountains stories as a
representation of the stories of the wild and society. This paper's objectives are to read the
collection of stories that spans several interdisciplinary fields and defines and describes the
wilderness as well as to investigate how the story appeals to readers of various backgrounds
and interests. The study examines the metanarrative that frames the imagination, perception,

and way of life of both authors and readers by including an ecocritical approach.

In this journal, “Eco-Criticism in The Short Stories of Ruskin Bond: A Critical Study”
(2020), Dr. Govindappa asserted that Contemporary issues are often reflected in literature, and
how it is portrayed in literature, which has led to the development of another literary theory
known as "Eco-criticism." One type of environmental campaigning that looks at the connection
between human inclinations is called ecocriticism. The ecological concern raised by a few of
Ruskin Bond's short stories is examined in this essay. Ruskin Bond is a prolific author whose

children's short stories are known for their profound understanding of some facets of human
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instinct, similar to nature in general. Growing up in Dehradun, Bond was surrounded by trees,
animals, and birds. As a result, his poems and short stories are rich in symbols and metaphors

drawn from nature.

In the article, “Relationships in the Select Short Stories of Ruskin Bond and Manoj Das:
Psychoanalytical Perspective” (2019), S. Dhivni & VR Jeyasala asserted that Character
interactions are influenced by psychic systems. This essay uses a psychoanalytic approach to

examine a few short stories by Ruskin Bond and Manoj Das. People invented bondage.

Among their associates to meet a variety of their requirements. When people fail or are
disappointed in that endeavour, they experience a psycholondage. Conflicts in the established
relationships between people arise when they experience psychological disturbances due to
failures or disappointments in that endeavor. The relationships between people are preserved
in this way. However, in some circumstances, the defence systems cause confusion or

frustration in addition to having negative effects.

In this journal, “Promoting Environmental Sustainability Through Literature: A Study of
The Select Works of Ruskin Bond,” (2019) Qadar Shameen stated that the alarming rate of
population growth has caused a rapid surge in the demand for more resources. The ensuing
environmental degradation, such as air, water, and land contamination, is severely harming
society. In this study, two primary issues are discussed: 1) economic expansion causing
environmental damage, and 2) the requirement for such expansion to reduce the burden of
poverty on society. An acceptable balance between the environment, the economy, and
humankind must be preserved to achieve sustainable development. In this context, several of
the writings of modern author Ruskin Bond merit particular attention since they are full of pleas
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to protect the environment and raise people's consciousness of it. His articles raise
environmental awareness to the point that they motivate readers and academics to become

involved and support sustainable growth and environmental sustainability.

In this journal, “Realism and Utopia in The Romantic Picture of The Himalayan Foothills
in The Select Works of Ruskin Bond,” (2017), Dhibar Shovan stated that the majestic
Himalayan peaks cast a shadow over the stunning mountainous areas of northern India, which
are encased in dense, verdant forests. He claimed that Ruskin Bond presents a perspective of
the Himalayan foothills. Bond's genuine affection for the natural world has been depicted.
Bond's acute awareness of the natural environment and the close bond between people and
trees is a crucial component of his stories. With a strong subjective impression of the writer, a
mystic and mystical nature awaits. People who live next to nature are invigorated and resilient,
yet in certain areas, harsh reality shatters the illusion of normalcy. All facets of modern life are
represented by the characters. Certain events in the ideal setting highlight the obligations of

real life.

In this journal, “Regional Thoughts, Traditions, Customs, Beliefs, Folklore and
Superstitions in the Works of Ruskin Bond” (2017) Dr. Gunmeet Kaur Ahluwalia claimed that
the Literature has always portrayed life in all its manifestations. Writers have faithfully
represented and captured their own spectrum of experience, including their ideas, feelings, and
experiences, in their works ever since literature came into being. They are vital to their work
because they bring their own viewpoints, motivations, and worries to the table, whether
consciously or unintentionally. In the case of regional writers, the place's perception and

strength are stronger. They cherish and revere the perfect world they build in their creations.
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They feel and experience life in their own places, and via their words, they romantically and
truthfully capture it on paper. The region's landmarks, culture, language, customs, traditions,
superstitions, vocations, and daily activities are highlighted, creating a nostalgic ideal setting
that is in harmony with nature. The modifications brought about by contemporary the author
finds it unacceptable for them to make progress in the rural area they have established because
it upsets the delicately harmonic equilibrium. The purpose of the study is to examine how

Ruskin Bond used local ideas, customs, traditions, superstitions, and folklore in his writing.

In this journal, “Speciality of Ruskin Bonds Writings,” (2014), L. K Reddy stated that
among children's writers and Indian writers, Ruskin Bond is revered as an idol. Born around
the end of the British Raj, Ruskin Bond had a somewhat lonely childhood due to the divorce
of his parents and the remarriage of his mother. His stories are well-known, and he writes in an
entertaining way that even engages young readers throughout the whole story. His passionate
search for identity, which is influenced by history and culture, is concealed in most of his
novellas and short stories. Therefore, Ruskin Bond is in no way less than any of his
contemporaries. His writings are unambiguous. His poetry, essays, and short stories—even
ones from forty or fifty years ago—are frequently included in school textbooks, and many

English-medium schools across the nation encourage students to read his works.

In this study “4 Study on Ruskin Bond's Art of Characterization” (2013), G. Saini
asserted that Bond's mastery of characterisation is his greatest asset. He is a master character
designer who has left behind a whole galaxy of personas. His tales are universes populated
with actual, breathing humans rather than books put on paper. His men and women, angry,

hungry, odd, silly, and honest, live their own lives in the books; he is not a writer of cardboard
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cutouts. And most of the time, they are acting and moving. His narratives resemble pan-vision

movies, with hundreds of characters going through hardships, acting, and constantly changing.

In the study, “Portrayal of Indian Social Customs, Festivals and Gods in The Works of
Ruskin Bond” (2012), Dr. Chetan Trivedi stated that Ruskin Bond evokes images of Dehra
Dun, hills, beautiful valleys, hikes through forests, and smalltown mischief. In this study
report, researchers have examined social customs, festivals, and gods in Ruskin Bond's
writings. In addition to his passion for India, Ruskin Bond also respects all of India's religions

and their traditions.
Research Gap

After doing a thorough literature analysis, the researcher discovered that there is no
research on, “Nature, Nostalgia, and the Human Connection: Exploring Themes in Ruskin
Bond’s Works ” so far. The writer mentioned various themes in their work, but in their research
work no body touched on the theme of Nature, Nostalgia, and the Human Connection. This

study will help to explore the present themes of Ruskin Bond’s work.
Research Questions

00 How do Ruskin Bond explore Nature, Nostalgia, and the Human Connection in his

works?
Objectives

The objectives of a research proposal are as follows:
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. To highlights the Nature, Nostalgia, and the Human Connection outlooks

perspectives in relation to the works of Ruskin Bond.

o To Explore the Interrelationship Between Nature and Nostalgia in the context of

Ruskin Bond’s works.
o To describe the Role of Nature in Human Identity.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The study aims to use a qualitative research method. In this context and considering the

objectives of the study, the thematic and narrative approach will be used.

Sources of Data:
e Primary Sources: The study will use the primary text of the Ruskin Bond.

e Secondary Sources: a wide range of secondary sources will be utilized, including books,
journals, research papers, conference proceedings, references, magazines, dissertations,

search engines, and internet resources.
Data Analysis: In this context the study will use thematic analysis, & conversation analysis.
Technique: The study will used Interpretative Technique.

Use of references and citations: In terms of citation, the MLA 9th Edition will be applied to
the study to a certain extent.

ANALYSIS
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Ruskin Bond's artwork, which emphasizes nature and the simplicity of life, perfectly
conveys the spirit of the Indian countryside. He is a well-liked character in Indian literature
because of his capacity to arouse feelings of nostalgia and his astute observations of human
nature. His writing is well known for its profound simplicity and vivid depiction of the Indian
landscape. The allure of small-town life, the splendor of the natural world, and the complexities
of human emotions are all captured in his work. G. Saini claimed that Ruskin Bond's characters
are important in the paper "A Study on Ruskin Bond's Art of Characterization." Bond's stories
feature both enormous and small men and women. They are ordinary men and women who
work as shopkeepers, housekeepers, schoolboys, robbers, gardeners, beggars, wrestlers,
teachers, farmers, truckers, soldiers, and so on. They are men and women who are uneducated,
basic, and educated. His body of work includes poems, essays, short tales, and novels that
frequently reference the profundity of human emotions, the simplicity of early recollections,

and the beauty of the natural world.

He has composed poetry that illustrates his profound bond with nature and the human
experience. His work frequently showcases his affection for the environment and his insightful
perceptions of humanity, resulting in pieces that are timeless and cherished. Similar to inhaling
fresh mountain air, his writing embodies his strong connection to the natural world. In his brief
poem ‘Trees of God,” Bond expresses his worries about environmental issues. In the verses
“Trees of God, we call them; Planted here when the world was young, ... The trees bled,
Slaughtered To make furniture for fools” (123-24), he conveys his admiration for nature. He
perceives a fundamental force within the environment, reflecting the warmth of his parents’
affection, the emotions of his friends, and the kindness of his children. He feels awakened by

the entirety of nature, from meadows and cold winters to scorching summers, flowers, clear
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skies, rainfall, croaking frogs, melodious birds, and open spaces. He finds all aspects of nature
captivating. He has penned a poem titled “Parts of Old Dehra,” which contrasts past and
present Dehra. He highlights the differences with contemporary times, where the roads are
congested with vehicles. The popular influx of visitors to the Garhwal Himalayas is leading to
increased environmental strain due to the demand for recreational activities and adventure from
those outside the mountainous region. In his writings, he emphasizes the stunning beauty of
the hills rather than societal issues, mental health struggles, or political corruption. His mind is
filled with vivid illustrations of the scenic Garhwal areas. The charm of Mussoorie, a small hill
town in India, drew him back, captivated by the city's sophistication, the allure of its tall
buildings, the attractiveness of its streets, and the appeal of its nightlife. In a brief essay titled
“Birdsong heard in the Mountains,” he remarks, “Birdsong is with you wherever you go in the
Himalayas, from the foothills to the tree-line; and it is often easier to recognize a bird from its

voice than from its colorful but brief appearance” (153).

He argues that opportunity is vital for all forms of life, not just for humans. In his essay,
“Great Trees I have Known,” Bond expresses that the deodar is his favorite tree, a name
derived from the Sanskrit term deva-daru, which translates to divine tree. He expands on the
sacred significance of this tree, noting that its wood has traditionally been used in temples for
constructing doors, windows, roofs, and walls. He finds it objectionable when individuals
interfere with nature for progress. His stories, including "My Father's Trees in Dehra™ and
"Sita and the River," illustrate his opposition to deforestation and environmental harm. He
believes that to maintain the essential human values of compassion and love, one must have a

connection with the natural environment.
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The main character in several novels chooses to retreat to a serene and idyllic rural
lifestyle after coming to appreciate the allure of urban settings. The primary goal of his
protagonists is to escape the numerous challenges presented by this swiftly changing
mechanical era. He shares several experiences demonstrating his close affinity with the
mountains. The soft touch and proximity to nature promote a sense of calm that is frequently
absent from city life. In all of his stories, big cities are invariably linked to bad experiences.
Delhi, for instance, is linked to regrettable events. He has been influenced by Indian cuisine
and culture to such a degree. His journey takes a tragic turn when his landlady, Meena Kapoor,
dies in a car crash while traveling from Delhi to Dehradun. These types of relationships are
essential for his maturation and recognition of life's realities. In "The Room on the Roof," Rusty
and Meena Kapoor are tragically separated due to a fatal car accident after the Kapoor family
relocates to Delhi for employment. Similarly, in "Love is a Sad Song,” Delhi significantly
influences the narrator's decision to part ways with Sushila in Mussoorie. In "The Rani,"” the
portrayal of the Delhi area of Shahpur is quite grim. People perceive Shahpur as an unpleasant
place with considerable dust and pollution. In "Room on the Roof," Haridwar forces the
innocent child Kishen to evolve into a shrewd bandit. The innocent nature of a rural dweller is
corrupted by the consumer-driven ethos of large cities. In the city’s anonymity, individuals lose
their sense of self and become disoriented. The representation of an Indian family in the
narrative is quite realistic. It's poignant how Somi's mother is able to provide him with the
affection he lacked in his childhood, which resonates with Rusty. In contrast to the serene
beauty of nature, Bond sometimes highlights the impact of modernity and urbanization on
natural landscapes and human relationships, impelling readers to reflect on the consequences

of neglecting nature.
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His autobiographical aspects, especially in works such as "The Room on the Roof" and
"Tales of the Open Road," emphasize his own significant moments spent in nature. Many of
Bond’s narratives evoke a feeling of nostalgia for the innocence of childhood, the pleasures of
growing up during simpler times, and the freedom that comes with exploring the outdoors.
Through his characters, Bond often contemplates the fleeting nature of childhood and the
bittersweet recollections associated with maturation. This sense of nostalgia is reflected in the
yearning for uncomplicated joys and bonds that might be lost as one transitions into adulthood.
His tales often highlight how relationships play a vital part in determining how people perceive
the world. Characters in his stories frequently connect over shared experiences in nature,
reinforcing the idea that ties with others are closely linked to connections with the natural
environment. The themes of community and belonging recur throughout his work. Whether
illustrating life in a village or the dynamics among friends, Bond demonstrates how shared
experiences in nature forge deep emotional connections and a sense of identity within

individuals.

Conclusion

Ruskin Bond’s literature offers a deep examination of how nature, nostalgia, and human
relationships are interconnected. He highlights the complexity and beauty of the human
experience with realistic characters, evocative imagery, and personal insights. His ability to
evoke nostalgia for simpler times and show the healing power of nature strikes a deep chord
with readers, inspiring them to reflect on their own relationships with the natural world and the
people that inhabit it. In essence, his tales emphasize the significance of valuing both the

splendor of nature and the ties that bind us to each other. Having spent his life growing up in
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the natural settings of various regions of India, he is significantly impacted by the country as a
whole. Yet, what captivates him the most is humanity's destructive impact on nature,
compelling him to express his thoughts through writing. Both he and his writings go deeper
into the surroundings, the populace, the economy, culture, and politics of specific areas, but

they primarily focus on nature and the environment.
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